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   President’s Message 
 

The November 2020 election is in progress with mail-in 
ballots already cast and early voting about to begin. It’s 
also time for the annual Lake Highlands White Rock 
Democrats Chilly Supper & Auction on Sunday, 
October 18th, from 5 - 7 PM.  Registering for this 
FREE event is an opportunity to meet candidates and 
hear from them virtually LIVE in addition to being able to 
socialize with fellow Democrats before the election 
results start coming in.  
 
This year the event will be virtual, like most of our 
events, and we will be not be charging for tickets, and 
the event will be FREE! Because of the lack of ticketing 
we normally charge for, we will be relying more heavily 
on sponsors to meet our fundraising goals. The majority 
of the money that the club raises each year goes back 
to the Dallas Democratic Party to assist in funding the 
Coordinating Campaign that benefits ALL 
DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES running for office in 
Dallas County. So please consider sponsoring the 2020 
Chilly Supper & Auction. Sponsor 
form:  https://www.lhwrdemocrats.org/membership 
 
To thank the 2020 Chilly Supper & Auction sponsors, 
we will be giving a newly designed Lake Highlands 
White Rock Democrats t-shirt for $100 Turn Texas 
Blue and $250 Dump Trump sponsorship levels. 
https://www.lhwrdemocrats.org/membership 
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LAKE HIGHLANDS/WHITE ROCK DEMS 
2020 OFFICERS 

 

President:  Brian Hasenbauer  972-644-5278 
brianhasenbauer@gmail.com 

Vice-Pres: Scott Hadden 214-616-9930 
filmvid@pipeline.com 

Treasurer: Tim Sexton 214-320-8388 
tsexton@sbcglobal.net 

Secretary: Nancy Ferro  214-533-1208 
nancyferro1@gmail.com. 

Membership: Judy Garrett 972-270-3185 
judyncaren@tx.rr.com 

 

PAC Treas.: Dale McEowen 214-692-0130 
dmceowen@sbcglobal.net 

Telephone: Rhonda Green 214-236-7839 
rhondagreen1@sbcglobal.net 

Love of Lake: Al Ortiz 214-349-1082 
ortiz8828@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter/Sunshine: Joan Covici 214-893-0784 
jccovici@gmail.com 

 
 
              2021 Club Officers  
The Lake Highlands White Rock 
Democrats are in the process of 
accepting nominations and interest for 
all officer positions for 2021 including:  

• President  
• Vice President 
• Treasurer  
• PAC - Treasurer  
• Secretary  
• Membership  
• Newsletter/Sunshine/Website  
• For the Love of the Lake 

If you are interested, please email 
admin@lhwrdemocrats.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

GET UP WITH THE DEMS 
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																							Click	Here	to	RegisterFREE,	VIRTUAL	
						Free	to	Register,	but	Sponsors	will	receive:	

A	limited	edition	2020	LHRW	Democrats	t-shirt	and	recognition	at	the	Chilly	Supper!	
[also	recognition	in	social	media,	and	on	the	website!]	

Sponsor	Levels:	
Turn	Texas	Blue-	$100		Dump	Trump!	-	$250	

(Select	your	donation	level	here	below	in	the	Membership	form)	
Register	to	Attend	the	2020	Chilly	Supper	&	Auction				

																	                                     								 
 ****************************************************************************************** 
Chilly Supper Auction Items Needed 
If you would like to contribute an auction item to the 
Chilly Supper & Auction that takes place on 
Sunday, October 18 th. Contact:  
admin@lhwrdemocrats.org.    
Items Needed :  Political memorabilia  
Political books.  Gift cards. Sports 
memorabilia. Etc.Anything you think to raise 
money for the event. 
 
New research explores authoritarian mind-
set of Trump’s core supporters  Data reveal high 
levels of anti-democratic beliefs among many of the 
president’s backers, who stand to be a potent voting bloc 
for years to come. Christopher Ingraham  Oct. 12, 
2020  
The Trump administration’s response to the coronavirus 
pandemic has been a catastrophic failure, 
with researchers at Oxford University estimating that its 
mismanagement of the crisis resulted in nearly 60,000 
preventable deaths. 
And yet, despite the tumult of the past eight months, 
President Trump’s favorability numbers have barely 
budged: His approval rating hovers in the low 40s, just 
as it has most of his presidency. As the economy 
cratered and covid-19 mortality skyrocketed, the Trump 
faithful stuck with him, lending credence to 
his infamous 2016 campaign boast that he “could stand 
in the middle of 5th Avenue and shoot somebody” and 
not lose any support. 
Why is that? 

A new book by a psychology professor and a former 
lawyer in the Nixon White House argues that Trump has 
tapped into a current of authoritarianism in the 
American electorate, one that’s bubbled just below the 
surface for years. In “Authoritarian Nightmare,” Bob 
Altemeyer and John W. Dean marshal data from a 
previously unpublished nationwide survey showing a 
striking desire for strong authoritarian leadership among 
Republican voters.          3 
The U.S. is backsliding into autocracy under Trump,  
scholars warn  
They also find shockingly high levels of anti-democratic 
beliefs and prejudicial attitudes among Trump backers, 
especially those who support the president strongly. And 
regardless of what happens in 2020, the authors say, 
Trump supporters will be a potent pro-authoritarian 
voting bloc in the years to come. 
Altemeyer and Dean define authoritarianism as what 
happens “when followers submit too much to the 
authorities in their lives.” They measure it using a tool 
Altemeyer developed in the early 1980s, called the right-
wing authoritarian (RWA) scale. 
The “right-wing” label refers not to left and right 
political leanings as they’re popularly understood today, 
they write, but rather to a more legalistic sense of 
“lawful, proper, and correct.” It’s used to identify 
authoritarian tendencies among people of any political 
persuasion — supporters of the Communist Party in the 
former Soviet Union, for instance, would have scored 
high on the scale despite having decidedly leftist 
economic and political views. The scale remains one of 



 

the most widely used measures of authoritarianism to 
this day. 
Altemeyer’s scale measures respondents’ agreement or 
disagreement with 20 statements, such as: “Our country 
desperately needs a mighty leader who will do what has 
to be done to destroy the radical new ways and 
sinfulness that are ruining us” and “It is always better to 
trust the judgment of the proper authorities in 
government and religion than to listen to the noisy 
rabble-rousers in our society who are trying to create 
doubt in people’s minds.”  
For each statement, a respondent can select an answer 
on a sliding scale ranging from 1 (total disagreement) to 
9 (total agreement). The final score on the 20-question 
survey ranges from 20 (total opposition to 
authoritarianism) to 180 (total support). 
The authors enlisted the help of the Monmouth 
University Polling Institute to pose these questions to 
990 American voters in fall 2019. They asked 
participants to answer the questions on the RWA scale, 
as well as some separate measures of authoritarian 
beliefs and prejudice toward minority groups. 
Supreme Court brinkmanship, ‘anarchist’ cities are 
latest stops on road to autocracy 
They found a striking linear relationship between 
support for Trump and an authoritarian mind-set: The 
stronger a person supported Trump, the higher he or she 
scored on the RWA scale. People saying they strongly 
disapproved of Trump, for instance, had an average 
RWA score of 54. Those indicating complete support of 
the president, on the other hand, had an average score of 
119, more than twice as authoritarian as Trump 
opponents. 
Many fervent Trump supporters, Altemeyer and Dean 
write, “are submissive, fearful, and longing for a mighty 
leader who will protect them from life’s threats. They 
divide the world into friend and foe, with the latter 
greatly outnumbering the former.”  
Trump’s personal authoritarian bona fides are well-
established, with experts across numerous academic 
fields warning that his attacks on basic democratic 
principles present a clear danger to the American 
political system. But his beliefs and actions are toothless 
without the support of millions of followers. 
“Donald Trump only has the power to flaunt American 
institutions, treaties, and laws because he has a large, 
dedicated base who will believe whatever he says and do 
whatever he wants,” Altemeyer and Dean explain. 
Other researchers have reached similar conclusions 
using very different methods. Vanderbilt political  4 

       
  
scientist Larry Bartels, for instance, recently used 
YouGov survey data to find that many Republican 
voters hold strong authoritarian and anti-democratic 
beliefs, with racism being a key driver of those attitudes. 
Researchers have also consistently found that separate 
measures of authoritarian belief, such as a short survey 
of attitudes toward child-rearing, are reliable predictors 
of Trump support. 
Trump, lagging in polls, pressures Justice Dept. to 
target Democrats 
Not all of the president’s supporters fall into the 
“authoritarian” category, however. Monmouth’s polling 
director Patrick Murray, who administered the 
survey, recently wrote that about 23 percent of strong 
Trump supporters scored in the middle or bottom of the 
authoritarian scales used in the survey. 
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Lake Highlands/White Rock Democrats 
§ To support and elect Democratic candidates at all 

levels of government. 
§ To promote political awareness and participation in 

the Democratic Party.   
§ To provide a forum for democratic issues.  
§ Meet with other Democrats to share ideas and 

become better informed. 
§ Participate in workshops and campaigns. 
§ Participate in the Community White Rock Lake. 
§ Participate in Social Events including the annual 

Picnic and Chili Supper. 
§ Receive monthly newsletter with information about 

issues and what you can do to help. 
   
             Our members come from the following 
                                 Zip code areas: 
         75204, 75206, 75214, 75218, 75223,  
         75226, 75228, 75231, 75238, 75243 
 

 


